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Can a single piece of cake change your future? For Mr. Tsujiguchi, it changed
his life. He is a Japanese *patissier. He was born in 1967. His parents *ran a

Japanese sweets shop. When he was eight years old, he had (})a special experience.

He went to his friend’s birthday party and ate something small. It was a Western
cake with white cream. It was the first time he tasted something like that. It was
so good that he felt very happy and surprised. After he got home, he didn’t want to
the cake, so he drew a picture of it. From that day, he began to dream
about making a cake like that by himself.

He started working at a cake shop in Tokyo after he graduated from high
school. For about three years, he couldn’t touch the sponge or cream for cakes.
Instead, [ (3 ]. He also had to make coffee powder by hand for the cakes. It
took about one hour to make just one cup of powder. He worked from early in the
morning to late at night and had only a 15-minute break for lunch. His job was very
hard, but he didn’t give up his dream. He kept thinking about it. He believed that
even small jobs were very important. Through those years, he learned that it was
important to keep doing the same work to make his dream come true. He also
learned to think deeply about why he had to do each job. These ideas helped him
grow.

One day, he read an article about a cake contest in a magazine. He joined the
contest, but he could not win. He tried again and again. He also studied the cakes
made by winners. Then he thought, “I need to make cakes that people really enjoy,
not just show my skills.” After trying for four years, he finally won first prize in
the contest. Later, he also won an international contest at the age of 29 and *set a
record as the youngest winner.

In 1998, he opened his own cake shop in Tokyo. Now, he is one of the best
patissiers in Japan. He also works to support local towns, teach young people, and
share sweets culture. He had some hard times, but his dream came true because
he never gave up. The joy he felt a piece of cake when he was a child is

now something that brings smiles to many people.

() patissier /854 YT  run ~=RETS set a record REKEBIV.TS
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@O he made many beautiful cakes for customers every day
@ he was not given any job because he was too young
@ he cleaned the shop, washed toilets, and carried heavy boxes

@ he practiced baking the sponge for cakes with other patissiers
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Mr. Tsujiguchi didn’t stop working for his dream even when his job was very
hard, because
@ he believed that even small jobs were important for his dream
@ he wanted to leave the cake shop to open his coffee shop
@3 he felt supporting the cake shop was more fun than baking cakes

@ he was told by his parents to keep working hard for three years

(5) AXOHNFIZE->TWEHDE, O~DDH) LENb—DEY, ZOHFGE~Y—7 LA I,
O Mr. Tsujiguchi was able to make a cup of coffee powder by hand in 15 minutes.
@ Mor. Tsujiguchi learned important ideas to help him grow at the cake shop in
Tokyo.
® Mr. Tsujiguchi thought that showing his skills was the most important thing
in the contest.
@ Mr. Tsujiguchi gave up his dream once, but later became one of the best

patissiers in Japan.
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Mana: Hey, Andy. You're still in the classroom. (1) ?

Andy: Well, 'm not in any club, actually. I just go home and use my smartphone or
watch videos. I don’t have anything I really enjoy right now.

Mana: 1see. Ididn’t know what to do either before I joined the shogi club.

Andy: Oh, are you in the shogi club? My friend taught me shogi once, but I thought
playing it was too difficult. Shogi is hard to learn, right?

Mana: It may be hard at first, but *once you understand the rules, you can enjoy it.
I didn’t know any of the rules at first, so I started with just the *basics. But
now I play in school matches. (2)

Andy: That’s nice.

Mana: Also, shogi is not just a game. It helps me in many ways. Since I began
playing, I've been able to *concentrate longer. I can concentrate not only
when I play shogi, but also when I study. It *trains my *mind and helps me
think carefully.

Andy: Hmm.. I can’t really concentrate when I study these days.

Mana: Why don’t you try playing it? It helped me . That’s useful in everyday
life, too.

Andy: 1 think I should try it. I've heard about Fujii Sota. Is he the top shogi player
now?

Mana: Yes! He became the youngest professional player in 2016. And in 2023, he
made history by holding all eight *major titles at the same time.

Andy: All eight titles? He must be very good at concentrating.

Mana: And he’s still young. He even uses Al to practice and become stronger. I
like the words he said after he lost a big title match in 2024. They really
*impressed me.

Andy: What did he say?

Mana: He said, “I *expected that I would lose a title one day, so I'll keep doing my
best without worrying about that.” I think that way of thinking is great.

Andy: That’s really nice. I think , but he stays positive.

Mana: Yes, that’s right. He shows us that . It helps people grow, too.
Andy: 1 want to join the shogi club. It sounds more interesting than I thought.

Mana: 1 can teach you the basics! Come on Thursday. We have *regular practice.
Andy: Thanks, Mana. I can’t wait to play shogi with you.
Mana: T'm glad to hear that!

(##) once —E~7T5& basics #:4%  concentrate £33 train ~%# 25

mind K major title FELHS  impress ~IJE#E G525
expect ~%FH¥% regular EMMY 7%
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Are you free this weekend
Do you want to join a new club
Do you have a club activity today

Can I go home with you

You must not make mistakes when you play
You need to learn all the rules before you play
You must be better than other players

You don’t have to be good from the beginning

study better both in class and at home
do nothing and laugh with my friends
stop thinking and act without any plan

use my computer to watch videos

some people think shogi is not fun
some people don’t know about him
many people don’t use Al for shogi

people often feel sad when they lose

shogi is not only for Japanese people
shogi is just a simple game
shogi is not only about winning

shogi is not useful in real life
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Today, the Shinkansen runs from Tokyo to Osaka in two hours and twenty-five
minutes. Before the Shinkansen started to run, no one thought that trains could run
so fast. To talk about the history of the Shinkansen, we should not forget the
*railway engineer, Shima Hideo.

After finishing university, Shima started to work as a railway engineer. He
tried to build good *electric trains. Things were going well, but a big train accident
happened in 1951. the accident, he left *the Japanese National Railways.

In 1955, Sogo Shinji *invited Shima back to the Japanese National Railways. Shima
was asked to build a fast, *long-distance train. At that time, the railway *industry
was *declining because cars and planes were . Sogo thought Shima’s skills
were necessary to build a dream *super express.

Shima wanted to build the train that would not cause any accidents.
He studied hard and built a dream super express. In 1964, the first Shinkansen
started to run. Shima later said, “Saying ‘I can do it’ is easier than saying ‘I can’t do
it” To say I can’t do it,” you have to *prove that it is too to do that. To

say ‘I can do it,” you only have to prove one (5) way among many ways.”

(#) railway #kE  electric train EEOEH

the Japanese National Railways HAEA#E  invite ~%iF9
long-distance £i#io  industry 3%  decline #HiET 5
super express fEEFIHE  prove ~%iEtH9 %

@ Instead of (@ Because of ® Accordingto @ Thanks to
@ touching @ supporting ® developing @ protecting
@ perfect @ light 3 expensive @ lonely
@ positive @ easy ® difficult @ popular
@ native @ heavy ® lost @ right
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(1) Saki and Karen are making aprons in class.

Saki: How’s my apron?
Karen: It looks nice. You *sewed a white cat *patch on the pocket.
Saki: Yes! Ilike cats, and I have a white cat at home. Her name is Hana. Oh, your
apron has two big pockets.
Karen: TIl use this apron when I clean my house. I can put a towel, gloves, and
some other things in them.
Saki: That’s great. You *embroidered your name on your apron. It’s nice.
Karen: Thank you. Do you want me to show you how to do that?
Saki: Yes, please. I want to embroider my name next to the pocket. Please help
me.

Karen: Sure!
() sew ~%#fEw>olr5%s  patch #ivf, 7y~  embroider ~%JlHi3 %

Question : Which shows Saki’s apron?

@ @




(2) Kyoko and Bill are talking in the classroom. They are looking at the school

newspaper.

Kyoko: Look at this *graph. It shows how many books the students read in

November this year. The library *committee does research every December.
Bill: T'm surprised to know that more than half of the students read two *or more
books in November. I read only one book.

Kyoko: Look at the other graph. Last year, 35 percent of the students didn’t read
any books in November. The library committee wanted students to enjoy
reading books, so they did some things.

Bill: Thanks to them, more students are enjoying reading books now!

Kyoko: Yes. This year, the *percentage of the students who didn’t read any books

was only 15 percent.
Bill: That’s great.

(#) graph 7357 committee FEA ~ or more ~MPlI  percentage &4
Question : Which one shows the graph for this year?
@® @

10 or more books 10 or more books

7%

0 books

0 boolgs
5-9 books 35%

13%

1 book

10 or more books 10 or more books
6%




(3) Sherry is a junior high school student. She is talking about her summer

vacation.

I visited Tokyo to see my aunt Emily and uncle George during the summer
vacation.

On the first day of my stay, I visited a famous temple. It was beautiful. After
that, Emily took me to a soba restaurant. I had soba for the first time and enjoyed
it very much. When we got home in the evening, George, cooked dinner for us.

The next day, I visited a museum with Emily and George because they like art.
They told me a lot of interesting things about the pictures there, so I became
interested in art. I bought some beautiful postcards at a shop in the museum.

After coming back to my house, I put them on the wall in my room.

Question : Which is true about Sherry’s summer vacation?

@ ® @




(4) Yuri is a high school student. She is a member of the school festival *committee.

Her school will have its school festival next month. The committee members are

going to prepare for the festival. They are going to talk about it and make posters.

They will *reserve one of the meeting rooms in the city hall. They want to use the

room for two hours. The committee has eighteen members, and they can meet

after school on Monday or Thursday.

Meeting Room *Usage Guide

Himawari City Hall

Student Group 500 ven OFF!!

Room *Capacity Time *Rate *per hour
Room A 10 Monday — Friday 1,000 yen
9:00 — 19:00
Room B 20 Monday — Friday 1,200 yen
9:00 — 19:00
Saturday 1,500 yen
9:00 — 17:00
Room C 30 Wednesday, Thursday 1,700 yen
9:00 — 12:00
Saturday 2,000 yen
9:00 — 17:00
() committee ZEH%  reserve ~%TFHT 5 usage FIH capacity AN
rate #4& per~ ~T&o

Question : How much will the school festival committee pay to use the room?

@ 1,500 yen

@ 1,900 yen

® 2,400 yen

@ 2,900 yen



(5) You came to Hikari Flower Festival at Hikari Park. You are looking at a *flyer

about it.

Hikari Flower Festival
Date : Saturday, May 16 Time : 9:00 — 16:30

Please enjoy the events and flowers.
More than 100 different types of beautiful flowers are waiting for you!

@ Special Bench
A famous artist from our town *designed the MAP Hikari Park
bench in North Area. How about sitting on
it and taking pictures?
South Area
& “Stalls
You can eat delicious local foods in South |:|
Area. You can also buy flower *seedlings. |:| Gym
The staff will tell you how to grow them. 0
®Stage Performances @Pictures
You can enjoy some performances. Children *drew pictures

11:00 dance performances of Hikari Town. You can

see them in the gym until

12:00 piano performances May 23.

15:00 performances by Hikari Brass Band

(¥) flyer ¥95 v design ~%F¥A 35 stall B#&  seedling i
drew drawoEFIE

Question : Which is true about Hikari Flower Festival?

@ If you want to buy flower seedlings, you should go to South Area.

@ You can take pictures on the bench made by the children of Hikari Town.

® You can enjoy dance performances on the stage in the afternoon.

@ If you visit the gym the day after the festival, you will not be able to see the

children’s pictures.
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(1) My grandparents’ house in Maebashi is than my house.

@ newer 2 more new @3 the newest @ as new

(2) My mother the plants in our garden every morning.
@ getson @ turns off ® takes care of @ looks forward to

(3) go to the new bookstore near the station? — Yes, let’s!
@O Why don’t we @ MaylI @ Shall I @ Could you

(4) Have you a foreign country? — No, but I want to visit the UK.
@O went to @ been going to @ already visit @ ever been to

(5) I don’t know I should give her for her birthday.
@© where @ when ® what @ how

(6) Talking with many foreign people a good experience improves your
English.
® A:is B : who @ A:is B : which
® A:are B : which @ A :are B : who

(7) IfI in a large house, I would have a dog.
@® live @ are living @ lived @ have lived

(8) Run to the bus stop, you’ll be late.
@® so @ or ® but @ and

(9) The baseball team has an important game September 10, so they
hard.

@® A:in B : are practicing @ A:in B : won’t practice

® A:on B : are practicing @ A :on B : won’t practice

(10 Peter is studying at the library, he?
@ does @ doesn’t ® 1is @ isn’t
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(1)
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I(® letter/® wrote/® in/@® a/® friend/® my ) English.
I 31 |f 32 || 33 || 34 |[ 35 || 36 |English.

FEWEIRAIL, ROFEIEZINLLSELLEEVE L
Tatsuya (@O him /@ me/® made/® my words/® told/ ® that) happy.
Tatsuya| 37 [[ 38 [[ 39 |[ 40 |[ 41 |[ 42 |happy.

bl 5T, —ANES LEMHETYT D
(O easy/@ for/® to/@ it/® you/® is) live alone?
[ 43 |[ 44 [[ 45 || 46 || 47 [ 48 [live alone?

£ X EWHEATNWDBHDVIIZFADOH T,

(@® with/® that/® playing/® girl/® is/® the dog) my sister.
[ 49 ][ 50 || 51 || 52 || 53 || 54 |my sister.

ZEPIIHR PO NI SN TV LD T 7

(@ is/®@ people/® why /@ known/® he/® to) around the world?
[ 55 || 56 || 57 || 58 || 59 || 60 |around the world?







